
Newsletter of Kalmar Construction Ltd

Successes are to be celebrated and we’re excited to have achieved a few notable milestones recently.

Our largest project to date, the $77 million third stage of the $180 million Sugar Tree project has been
completed after great effort and dedication by our on-site teams and back-up from our team in the head-
office. We’ve worked incredibly well with the client, the banks, the PQS, the Project Managers, and the
design consultants and it’s a testament to our collective effort and commitment to succeed, that after some
6 years we’re still all great friends and ready to work together again.

More success! We’ve achieved timely, top quality Practical Completion and Code Compliance on the Bloom
Manurewa apartments, the Palm Grove Retirement facility in Orewa, as well as the SKHY Stage 2
Apartments in the city. All three projects are excellent examples of positive collaboration and teamwork
achieving quality results on time, something we are all proud of here at Kalmar – well done to all the
Kalmar people involved as well to our valued clients and design teams.

But wait, there’s even more success! We’ve been awarded four new exciting projects: Metlifecare’s $32
million Edgewater Retirement project, two projects for Housing New Zealand Corporation viz. the Atkinson
Ave ($26M) and St George’s Rd ($28M) projects, and the Three O’ Eight Apartment project ($32M) in
Remuera. We’re losing no time in commencing these projects and our teams are already in place and raring
to go.

Our Interiors team at K2Interiors is also keeping busy with the recent award of solid work at the University
of Auckland and more work is in the pipeline.

We’re excited about the work we have on our books, but still have capacity in the new year as some of our
larger projects will no doubt be completing on time in the first and second quarters.
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Spring Success
Peter Kay

Happy 
Holidays

Our teams are in much need of a well-deserved rest over Christmas
and although it might seem a bit early, on behalf of the Kalmar
directors, I hope you have an enjoyable, peaceful, and safe festive
season. May 2020 be a good year for all of us.
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Bloom Manurewa

The team at Bloom Manurewa have been working tirelessly to complete the 72 unit apartment
development for Bloom Living. Lead by Craig Mullane, Alan Watson, Manie Maritz and Willem Viljoen have
been part of the onsite troops bringing this project through the final completion stages. The typical spring
weather has been challenging to the landscaping and external works to say the least, but a determined
workforce has helped to push through.

The council and client final inspections are complete and we are ready for project handover. Full credit to
Kalmar’s project team delivering this project to a high standard, and for their collective efforts on another
successful Bloom development.

With Bloom Manurewa coming to an end, both Ryno and Rob Cunnington have been working behind the
scenes to secure this client’s next project. Located in Henderson, the 24 unit apartment block commences
in November 2019 earning Ryno a well-deserved break as he heads back to South Africa to tie the knot. We
won’t speak about the “stag do”, but feel free to ask Paul Dreyer and Francois De Kock for more details and
don’t forget to ask to see the photos!



I Project Updates continued  I

Fabric Apartments

Fabric of Onehunga is continuing to build
momentum despite the weather that has been
challenging the team to complete the structure,
and start achieving water tightness to support the
progress of the internal fit-out. The structures are
now complete to the 3 stand alone buildings
completing the bulk of Harbour’s concrete scope,
and the Harbour carpentry crews are increasing in
numbers to get the roof cladding started. With
the buildings taking shape and the cladding
materials being installed the visual appearance is
starting to resemble the architectural renders.

Building F, A and B are well underway with façade
and fit-out works in full construction mode across
the levels. Building F, the first separable portion,
is nearly watertight which marks a significant
milestone for the project, and preparation for the
roof shout is underway.

With the last of the staged project consents
coming through is another significant milestone
on the design front. The site team fronted by
Dario Parolin, Neil Spencer and Donald Chataira
are working actively with the whole team to
continue the momentum that this project is
gaining, with over 150 people on the site there are
25 Kalmar / Harbour management on site to
support this large team.

A real team effort by all parties has contributed to
this flagship project within Onehunga, and a credit
to the team’s ability to work collaboratively has
been a testament to the progress to date. The
focus is now on the timely completion of these
separable portions in the new year.

Finally, congratulations to Paul Leaver and his
partner on the completion of their new home,
now awaiting the arrival of their first born, a baby
boy, expected in early December. The Fabric (and
Kalmar) team wish you well as you experience
parenthood for the first time.
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I Project Updates continued  I

SKHY 2 Apartments
Stage 2

PC achieved 22nd October 2019.

Code Compliance Certificates 1-3 achieved, 4 with
ACC Admin and 5 being processed by ACC.

Working through minor defects with Cheshire
Architects as all other consultant defects are
closed out.

7 Kalmar staff remain on site until 1st Nov 2019
when two will remain to close out the last of the
minor defects.

All involved can be proud of the quality of finish
and with the achievement of handover.
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Anzac Unilodge

The Anzac Unilodge team is working tirelessly to
ensure completion in late January 2020.

The Kalmar team is steadily growing although office
space is as tight as it can get. A daily dose of musical
chairs ensures the team remain on their toes.

The number of subcontractors is also expanding
with a contingent of 150 plus workers on site daily.
Kalmar sincerely thank our subbies, without whose
efforts our success would not be possible.

The recent roof shout was well-received by
everyone as they indulged in a Brazilian flavoured
BBQ while catching up with colleagues over a couple
of drinks.

The site is dynamic with big changes noticed each
day.

The façade is starting to come together and is
looking great, the team will certainly celebrate when
the first of the scaffolding on Beach Road starts to
come down. Adrian Stewart and Akhilesh Pillai are
battling to complete the windows ahead of the fit-
out charge amidst challenging weather conditions.

The tower fit-out is powering ahead with all floors
now in various stages of works including five floors
nearing completion. Warren Katzin and his team are
fired up and positive about handing over the first
few floors for inspection by the Architects (Ashton
Mitchell).
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Joe Won and the ‘basement gang’ are excited at the prospect of having the linings complete to enable
them to move on to the real challenge of a complex fit-out in the student amenity areas.

The commercial team works quietly at the back of the office ensuring harmony within the ‘books’.

Congratulations to both Nick Watson and Luke Kus who recently welcomed baby boys into their family,
becoming first time parents. They are managing to function through their sleep deprivation and have
learned to catch up on sleep as they blink. Also, to Chloe Wang, who is expecting the arrival of her baby in
January.

Thanks again to all those involved in this project and to your continued support in what has and will be a
very challenging project towards completion.
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Palm Grove

The curtains are hung, the gardens are planted, and all the passive fire challenges have finally been
overcome, and Practical Completion has been achieved – bang on time!

Another successful project delivered by Kalmar and the very capable on-site team in Orewa. We’d like to
extend our thanks to Marc, Edward, Steve, Brendon, Bernard, David, Lance, Neil, and Greg for a job well
done and one which is a credit to all involved.

Stages 2 and 3 are eagerly awaited !

Ormiston Medical Centre

In the middle of the Ormiston Town Centre
development is a new medical facility, a base build
project, that Gene Larsen, Jack Armstrong and
Allen Zhang have been actively working on since
May 2019.

After a seasonal weather change during the earth
works, the team have pushed through to complete
the foundations, on grade slab, and the first
tranche of structural steel. Comfloor to the first
level is being laid starting the structural cycle of
the mixed 2 and 3 storey building. With an
extensive façade, the carpentry and cladding
teams are gearing up to follow the development of
the structure and maximise the summer months
ahead.

The client, design and project teams are working
actively through the various shop drawing phases to
support the construction activities, and it’s been a
collective effort to manage these timeframes. In an
expanding development the Medical Centre is
starting to take shape and state its presence. The
next few months will see significant progress
leading up to the Christmas break.



K2 Interiors

WARKWORTH HOTEL
K2 Interiors are “raising the bar” so to speak in Warkworth.

Things are progressing well with this unique restoration of the 150 year old Warkworth Hotel.

Our scope of work includes new foundations followed by full restoration of this heritage building. Project to
be completed April 2020.

I Project Updates continued  I
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UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND – NEW GYM AND CHANGEROOMS
We are proud to be associated with the University of Auckland as we start the fit-out of their new gym
facility on 70 Stanley Street.

Works include demolition, speedwalls, services and full fit-out of the bathroom facilities. This is a fast track
project with a significant services scope in a live environment. We are on track for handing over to the
client on 20th December 2020.

77 MORRISON DR – WARKWORTH
This is a medical centre fit-out for Coast to Coast Healthcare with tenants comprising Doctors, Radiology,
Pharmacy, Physio and Laser Vein Treatment.

Works include full services scope, new partitions and joinery.

We have a PC date of 23rd December.



I Project Updates continued  I
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I Health and Safety  I
Project

Health and Safety Awards

Wendy Tamatea was nominated by the site team for
the July Safety Award at 500 Queen Street.

This is for staying true to the company’s motto of
“Don’t walk by”.

Wendy has been managing a number of
subcontractors and is consistently lifting their safety
standard on site by not walking by. If she sees
anything that needs improvement she ensures it
happens.

500 Queen Street

The 500 Queen Street hotel development project
is progressing well, with structural steel, roof
structure and external framing installed up to level
7, bringing the structural package to completion.

Fit-out works are underway with the construction
of mock-up rooms progressing, steel stud internal
framing and services first fix progressed to level 6.
The first of 3 lifts have been installed, with the
final 2 lifts to follow once the roof is complete at
the end of November (roof shout confirmation to
follow!).

The 500 Queen Street team dynamic has changed
slightly with Wendy Tamatea leaving, but we have
gained Brett Curling who brings a cool head to the
project when driving the service trades and
providing overall leadership.

As with all projects we have had our share of
challenges, this coming in the form of consenting
approvals effecting continuity on the project.
Nonetheless ‘Team 500’ are motivated to push
through these challenges for a successful project
outcome.



I Health and                     continued  I
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Jared Leaso, Team Leader of Enterprise Steel was presented the site Safety Award on 6th November at the
Ormiston Medical Centre project.

Jared is one of the operators of the boom lift on site and he consistently completes the logbook as required
without being asked. This is part of the job when operating a EWP, but is often overlooked and trying to get
this filled in on a regular basis becomes a battle with subcontractors.

Gene Larsen presenting Jared Leaso with his award

Leon Venter nominated Greg Bailey for his assistance on the K2 Interiors projects. Greg received his award
at Head Office on 19th November and was completely taken by surprise.

Left to Right: Peter Kay, Bert Denee, Gregory Bailey, Leon Venter and AJ Staples
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Mental Health and Wellbeing Award

Kalmar are proud to be key sponsors of the Mental Health and Wellbeing Award which was presented by AJ
Staples at the Health, Safety and Wellbeing Awards and Graduation on 6th November 2019.

Recipients of the Award from left to right are Switched On, Paul and Wendy Lynch, and the Team Cabling
people on the right. You will recognise our very own AJ Staples in the line up too.

Health, Safety and Wellbeing 
Awards and Graduation

6th November 2019

Nicholas Botha graduated at the ceremony
receiving his Level 3 Certificate for Workplace
Health and Safety Practice.

From all accounts it was an excellent evening. The
awards, hosted by Hilary Barry with a guest speech
by New Zealander of the Year Mike King, was held
at Alexandra Park in Auckland. Mike King worked
the crowd and there was a great deal of laughter
and merriment during the course of the evening.
According to AJ, it’s one of the best he’s personally
attended.



I Kalmar Staff News  I
The Kalmar

Family

We welcome the following new member to 
Kalmar:

Shelly Maddren, Sean Corcoran
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Tasnim van Rooyen’s
Baby Shower

22nd August 2019

The Kalmar Girls got together to shower baby gifts
on Tasnim shortly before her maternity leave
began. There was much oohing and aahing as
each tiny item was unwrapped.

Of the four babies growing the Kalmar team, this
new arrival is the only girl.

Kalmar Hatchlings
The Baby Boom…

Wyatt Aidan Watson, weighing in at 3.775kgs
arrived at 2.01am on 4th July 2019. We
congratulate proud parents Nick Watson and
Shandré Damons. We wish you much joy with your
new little prince!

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiD_pvx_tvkAhU36XMBHVuQBOgQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fsearch%2Fpink%2Bballoons&psig=AOvVaw1NqU-XSJFTaHYAG-tQlyGC&ust=1568951600844037


Kalmar
Baby Boom continued

James Stevens and Kathryn Randell welcomed
their son Grayson David Stevens into the world on
10th July 2019.

Grayson was born at the Warkworth Birthing
Centre at 7.41am and weighed 3.24kgs.

Grayson’s big sister Meila (aged 4) is loving having
a baby brother and has been helping Kathryn a lot
with Grayson.

The only baby girl of the bunch finally
arrived on 22nd September 2019 at
1am because that’s when babies want
to arrive.

She weighed 3.6kg.

Tasnim and Francois van Rooyen are
thrilled to welcome Mika van Rooyen
into their world, a little late, but
that’s her prerogative.

Mum and baby are home and busily getting into a
routine.
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I Staff News continued  I

The next young man to make his appearance was
Oliver Kus. He arrived on 13th August 2019 and
weighed 3.8kgs. Congratulations to first time
parents Lukasz Kus and Paulina Kajetanowicz.
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I Staff News continued  I

Auckland Marathon
20th October 2019

A number of Kalmar staff members took part in this
year’s Auckland Marathon. Listening to the banter
in the kitchen on Monday morning, it was clear that
each individual had achieved their own personal
goal, and even though some hobbled around feeling
somewhat sore and tired, their excitement and
sense of achievement was inspiring.

Well done and congratulations to each and every
one of you.

Results for the FULL MARATHON are:

Leon Venter
Time: 3h 37m

Results for the HALF MARATHON are:

David Mager Tessa Hopman
Time: 1h 45m Time: 1h 59m

Ryno De Beer Justin De Beer
Time: 4h 50m 24s Time: 4h 50m 24s 

Matthew Martin
Time: 1h 38m 13s



Social Club News

HELD EVENTS

NZ vs Tonga Rugby League Test 22nd June
Cody Mackay, Tevita Tahaafe, Paul Dine, Christiaan
Combrink, David Mager and Hene Langi were the
lucky members to have won tickets to this match at
Mt Smart with the Kiwis getting over Tonga 34-14.
This was revenge for the NZ team after the loss to
Tonga the last time they played in the Rugby League
World Cup 2017.

Alexandra Park Trots 5th July
A combination of Kalmar, K2 Interiors and Harbour
Concrete Construction employees and their partners
meant that we had 54 people attended the dinner
at Alexandra Park.

What was a pleasant surprise, due to the size of our
booking, is that we were upgraded to a more
expensive level with better food and views of the
racing action.

A lot of fun and laughter was had by all which went
well with our full stomachs and empty wallets.
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I Staff News continued  I

Blastacars 7th November
This is an event that is well attended every year
with fierce drift car racing over a knockout format
to see who finally gets to stand on the top of the
dais. This year, king of the track was George
Kubicki – well done George!

Eden Park Golf 23rd November
This is another event that draws our members
every year. You don’t get many opportunities to
hit a golf ball around Eden Park with your mates
so this is unique and one that is enjoyed by those
that head along. A great day for all who played.

Whilst there have been a few other events this
year that have been put forward that didn’t go
ahead due to a lack of interest, the Social Club
Committee is working hard to ensure we have a
balanced schedule of events our members would
like to attend / be involved with. If you have any
ideas feel free to email Rob La Trobe,
rlatrobe@kalmar.co.nz, for consideration. We
always welcome feedback on any event the Social
Club holds so feel free to send your ideas through.

mailto:rlatrobe@kalmar.co.nz
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https://www.shutterstock.com/search/trotting+racing?image_type=vector
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New Zealand Chinese Building Industry Association’s Gala Dinner
16st August 2019

Congratulations to Lily Nelson Centro LP who was acknowledged as the winner in the category “In
Recognition of Excellence in Development” for SugarTree Centro at the NZCBIA Gala Dinner in August.

Sugartree in collaboration with Babbage and Crockers Property Management were also the recipients of the
Silver Collaboration Award.



2019 New Zealand Building Industry
Awards Ceremony and Dinner

23rd August 2019

The New Zealand Institute of Building (NZIOB) has been running an annual awards programme since 1994.

Kalmar entered three categories this year, Neil Ball in the Safety Excellence Award, Leon Venter in the Cost
Based Category (Project Value $1.5m - $5m) for Bays Health - Browns Bay Medical Centre and Tim Ellery in
the Cost Based Category (Project Value $25m - $50m) for The Oaks Stage 2 – Warkworth.

Leon Venter received the Highly Commended Award for Excellence for the Browns Bay Medical Centre
project and both Neil and Tim were finalists in their categories.

Congratulations and well done guys.

It’s smiles all round in a “selfie” and looking very professional
in the line-up.

From Left to Right: Neil Ball, Peter Kay, Leon Venter, Tim Ellery and Bert Denee

I Events continued  I
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Avery Architects / Kalmar Lawn Bowling
23rd October 2019

A really good initiative arranged by Avery Architects, enjoyed by all those who attended.

I Events continued  I 
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“There’s always 
going to be one!”



Property Council New Zealand Hackers Golf
14th November 2019

The K2 Interiors team teeing it up at the annual Property Council Hackers Golf Day.

After a hot start with a birdie on the first hole we settled into a consistent no surprises approach for the rest
of the round. We did take a few scenic routes along the way, but in typical construction form, we closed the
“project” out on par just as per the original plan.

Thank you to the organisers and sponsors, it was a great event.
Justin De Beer

I Events continued  I 
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From Left to Right: David Lee, Justin De Beer, Leon Venter and Roger Butcher



Rodney Coastal Challenge
17th November 2019

This year saw Kalmar enter eight teams in the Rodney Coastal Challenge. The Kalmar Beachcombers went
on to win the Male Open Category. Leon Venter came 3rd in the Classic Male Category and 11th overall in
the Individual Category. Let’s not forget the Kalmar Pace Makers, who won the Classic Male Category. Yes,
they were the only team in that particular category, but does it really matter?

Congratulations to all participants and thank you for contributing to the competitive spirit and enjoyment of
the day is made possible by

I Events continued  I 
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KALMAR BEACHCOMBERS from Left to Right: Mark Heritage, David Mager, Francois De Kock and Ryno De Beer
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KALMAR PACE MAKERS from Left to Right: Leon Venter, Paul Dreyer and Craig Curling



Chopper Cup
19th November 2019

As is custom, Kalmar sponsors a boat in the Chopper Cup Regatta, raising funds for Auckland’s Westpac
Rescue Helicopter. This year the 500 Queen Street team participated. They were allocated Wasabi whose
skipper took the team on to win in their category. Everyone on board participated, this was not a team to
sit with their legs dangling over the side of the boat – all hands on deck – what a result!!
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From Left to Right: Joe Buxton, Paul Feltham, Adriaan (Wasabi’s owner), Robert Telford, Tony Bennett and Scott Beagley


